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during World War II, Rhys served in 
the South Pacific and fought to defend 
the liberty of Americans and all hu-
manity. His tour of duty included see-
ing combat on Iwo Jima, where he 
demonstrated his unfaltering honor 
and valor. Following his return home 
in 1947, Rhys married his beloved Ruth 
and continued his service to our Na-
tion. An active church member, Rhys 
was ultimately elected to and en-
trusted with numerous positions of 
governmental and civic trust. 

He served as a Republican precinct 
delegate, a Redford Township trustee, a 
Redford Civil Affairs chairman, the 
chairman of the Redford Republican 
Party, as a member of the Michigan 
Republican State Committee, and a 
1980 Bush delegate to the national con-
vention. 

Regrettably, on October 27, 2007, 
Rhys Lewis passed from this earthly 
world to his eternal reward. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Ruth Lewis, his chil-
dren, Arthur Lewis and Charlotte 
Wirth, his grandchildren, Kathryn 
Ostreko, David R. Wirth and Jeffrey 
Lewis, and his great grandchild, Jack 
Ostreko. A courageous and honorable 
man, Rhys will be sorely missed. 

Mr. Speaker, Rhys Lewis is remem-
bered as a compassionate father, a 
dedicated husband, a leader, a soldier 
and a friend. Today, as we bid Rhys 
farewell, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in mourning his passing and hon-
oring the unwavering patriotism and 
legendary service to our country and 
community of this fine American. 

And I would be remiss if I did not add 
what I believe encapsulates the essence 
of the man. Early in my tenure as a 
Member of Congress, I was honored to 
be asked to participate in a ceremony 
where Rhys Lewis was honored for his 
commitment to our Nation and his 
service as a member of the Greatest 
Generation of World War II. We had to 
work with his wife, Ruth, because 
Rhys, an honorable man, was not a 
proud man. And so when we surprised 
him at the VFW that day with the 
medals that he had earned, he was 
stunned. Part of him seemed to be sur-
prised that people had remembered his 
service to our Nation in its crucible of 
liberty, and the other part of him was 
deeply, deeply concerned that he was 
being singled out for what he and so 
many other fine young Americans had 
done to preserve the freedoms we now 
hold. 

That was the man that we honor 
today. That is the man whose example 
I believe we should ever cherish and 
ever emulate. 

f 

THE OCCUPATION OF IRAQ AND 
THE ATTACK ON CIVIL LIBERTIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, when 
the President invaded Iraq in 2003, the 
American people were warned that 

Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction 
posed a great threat to peace. We were 
told that launching a preemptive war 
would not make life harder for the 
Iraqi people nor compromise the secu-
rity of the international community. 
And we were promised that the quick 
war to liberate Iraq would come at no 
cost to America’s prestige abroad. 

Five years later, it is painfully clear 
how very wrong the administration 
was and how dearly we are still paying 
for its mistakes. The administration 
launched a war of choice based on half 
truths, broken promises, and delusions 
of a swift and easy victory, but the 
most shameful of the administration’s 
claims was that we were fighting 
abroad to protect our freedoms at 
home. 

The President argued that sending 
our Nation’s brave servicemen and 
-women into an unwinnable occupation 
was the only way we would safeguard 
our civil liberties. Since then, by re-
peatedly invoking the possibility of 
threats to our national security right 
here at home and abroad, the adminis-
tration has justified its unprecedented 
attack on our constitutionally pro-
tected freedoms. 

Mr. Speaker, we can no longer allow 
these attacks to go unchallenged. After 
authorizing the National Security 
Agency to openly violate Federal laws 
by eavesdropping on Americans, the 
administration successfully worked to 
legalize warrantless spying on innocent 
Americans. After consistently dis-
regarding laws designed to promote 
public access to information, the ad-
ministration expanded laws that au-
thorized the government to withhold 
information from Congress and the 
American people. 

After championing the virtues of 
democratic rule of law, the President 
has openly condoned torture, denied 
habeas corpus to prisoners held in 
Guantanamo Bay, and fought every 
single attempt to hold members and 
friends of his administration account-
able for their actions. 

This abuse of power at the expense of 
the rights and freedoms of the Amer-
ican people, often in the name of pro-
tecting these very same rights and 
freedoms, is a shocking betrayal of the 
will of the American people. 

Last month, after the House passed 
legislation ensuring that every con-
tractor in Iraq would be accountable 
under American criminal law, the ad-
ministration granted immunity to 
Blackwater Security employees who 
were involved in a Baghdad shooting 
that left 17 civilians dead. 

This administration will never take 
responsibility for their actions. It will 
never end the occupation of Iraq. In-
stead, the attack on our civil liberties 
will be the only mission they will have 
accomplished. 

Mr. Speaker, it is Congress’ responsi-
bility to stand up to this President. We 
must end the administration’s war of 
choice. We must restore the checks and 
balances that have been eroded under 

this President. We must fight for peace 
and the protection of civil liberties. We 
must fully fund the safe and orderly 
withdrawal of all American troops and 
contractors. 

Mr. Speaker, we must give Iraq back 
to the Iraqi people and America back 
its integrity. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All 
Members are reminded to refrain from 
engaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GINGREY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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